
LEGISLATION IN OHIO.

According to the newspapers, the Love bill to regulate
the practice of medicine in Ohio has been amended so as
to exclude newspaper advertising as a ground for annul-
ing a license, and to permit counter-prescribing by drug-
gists. Thus, two influential elements of opposition,
the newspapers and the druggists, have been silenced,
and it is thought probable that the bill may pass. In
fact, some of the newspapers that were before unfavor-
able are now advocating its passage. So far as learned,
the osteopaths and faith curers have not succeeded in
their efforts, and it is not more emasculated than per-
haps might be expected. On the principle that half or
three-quarters of a loaf is better than no bread, we can
still congratulate our Ohio brethren. We trust that the
beneficial workings of the law, as it is to be, will be so
evident to the Ohio public that at some future time, not
too far ahead, it will see the utility and need, to use a
colloquialism that seems especially adapted to the case,
of taking in a little more of the slack.

GOITER OF SYPHILITIC ORIGIN.

Enlargement of the thyroid gland may often be ob-
served in the early stages of syphilis, and it appears not
to be directly influenced by antisyphilitic treatment,
gradually and slowly receding like enlargement of the
lymphatic glands. Suppuration, diffuse interstitial in-
flammation, gummata and hemorrhage may occur in the
thyroid gland as manifestations of hereditary syphilis.
Cases are on record in which myxedema has appeared to
be of syphilitic origin. Further, circumscribed nodular
infiltration and gummata have been found in the thyroid
gland in cases of syphilis. A case of unusual character
in this connection has been reported by Wermann.1 A
man, 24 years old, with a history of syphilis, for which
he had at different times received treatment with mer-
curials and iodids, developed, six years after the prim-
ary infection, progressively increasing enlargement of
the thyroid gland, while still taking potassium iodid.
There were no nodules and no dense infiltration, and the
condition appeared to be one of simple hyperplasia. Im-
provement soon ensued on the use of mercurial inunc¬
tions followed by the internal administration of mer-
curous iodid. An intermission in the treatment was
followed by recurrence of the symptoms. The compli¬
cation is considered a manifestation of secondary sy¬
philis, on account of the acute course, the softness and
the uniformity of the swelling, the prompt action of mer¬
cury and the inutility of potassium iodid.

1 Berlin Klin. Woch., 1900, No. 6, p. 122.

PROPOSED LEPER LAW.
A draft of an act for a national leper law has been

submitted for approval to the various state boards of
health. It provides first for a commissioner on leprosy,
who shall be a leprosy specialist, a regularly educated
physician of at least ten years' experience in the prac-
tice of medicine and with a particular experience in a

leper community. He is to be appointed by the Presi-
dent, and the salary is to be $5000. He must annually
meet the president of each state board of health, their
traveling expenses to be paid out of the treasury. It
also provides for the establishment of a national leper

home in the Yellowstone Park, or some other interior
portion of the public domain, to be under control of the
United States Marine-Hospital Service, where lepers
can be cared for at Government expense. It regulates
the life of lepers outside under state or private care, and
adds to the existing regulations as to the immigration
of foreign lepers, etc. It is a question whether leprosy,
which numbers among its victims only a few hundred at
most in this country, is a sufficiently threatening danger
to warrant or call for the elaborate and expensive provi¬
sions of this bill. Our immigration laws, if properly
amended and enforced, ought to protect us from an
influx from the outside, and the one—possibly more—
local focus of the disease is a proper subject for local
regulation. Leprosy does not seem to flourish here.
New cases that originate among us certainly are rare,
and those we have with the disease have been almost
exclusively from without in the greater portion of the
Union. We may need some additional legislation to
meet the conditions arising from our new tropical pos¬
sessions, but that can be easily managed. These are
opinions based only on the facts as known to us to
exist; if matters are much worse than here assumed
some such measure as the proposed one may be advis¬
able. With present knowledge this seems hardly demon¬
strated. It may be said that prevention is better than
cure, and that the threatening, though not yet existent,
evil calls for this legislation. If that is certain then the
proposed law is needed, but have we as yet the facts to
support this contention? If not, it would be better to
secure them beyond a possibility of doubt, especially
when we have existing machinery that can do something
in our defense.

SURGICAL TREATMENT OF SARCOMA OF THE KIDNEY
IN CHILDREN.

Although not common, sarcoma of the kidney is by no
means rare in early life, and in the not remote past the
condition has been looked upon as hopelessly fatal. With
the development of modern operative methods, however,
not only has surgery become bolder, but its results are
also more promising of success. In this healthful im-
pulse, given to a progressive art, the surgery of the kid-
ney has shared, and there are now on record a small
number of cases in which successful operations have
been performed for the relief of sarcoma of the kidney.
The mortality of the operation is necessarily high, prob-
ably 38 to 40 per cent., and, although the number of re-
coveries is not large, still it would seem that when the
growth has not formed too extensive adhesions or in-
vaded adjacent organs or is unattended with metastasis,
the alternative of operation should, at least, be offered,
with the possibility of radical cure. To the slowly grow-
ing list of cases of this kind another is added by Morton,1
in which, unfortunately, death resulted five months after
a successful operation, from a cause wholly unconnected
therewith or with the previous malignant disease. The
patient was a child, 18 months old, presenting a large
movable tumor on the left side of the abdomen, with the
presence of blood in the urine. On opening the abdom¬
inal cavity the new growth was found to consist of a
number of lobules, principally soft and elastic, but one

1 British Medical Journal, February 3, p. 249.
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